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There are also ethical issues surrounding 
needle exchange programs. Cheryl Delgado 
asserts,

The principle risk reduction accepts 
that a dangerous behavior like 
intravenous drug use is inevitable. 
Health officials therefore have a 
responsibility to the general public 
to reduce risks associated with the 
acts (drug use) they cannot prevent. 
Risk reduction is a more reasonable 
goal than attempts to eradicate ille-
gal intravenous drug use.172

From this perspective, one would maintain 
that the reduced risk is not just to the drug 
user but to the community as well, with 
respect to limiting the spread of communi-
cable diseases. Some, however, would argue 
that providing such a service may encour-
age intravenous drug use. Further, the time, 
money, and effort to implement needle 
exchange programs could be more produc-
tively used for treatment programs.173

Recommendations for Future Policies

Drug policies in the United States will never be simple; policy can often be contradictory, 
especially in those instances when state- and local-level policies conflict with national 
policy.180 McBride and McCoy maintain that three policy implications result from the 
current research on the relation between drugs and crime: 181

1. While there is no clear causal relation between drugs and crime, there is a link
between substance use and levels of criminal involvement. Policy should be
directed toward providing treatment services for drug users who are involved in
criminal activity. Such an approach has the potential to reduce levels of crime.

2. It is essential to appreciate that the history of drug use is entangled with the differ-
ential social, political, and economic opportunities of certain marginalized groups.
Policy needs to incorporate efforts to enhance educational and economic opportuni-
ties. Such efforts need to be a priority on both the local and national level.

3. Any drug policy that is implemented must never compromise an individual’s civil
rights. “Drug law enforcement must never be an excuse for a retreat on hard-won legal
and civil rights, and drug law and policy must rest on a strong public support base.182

Elliott Currie argues that substance abuse is not an isolated problem limited to certain com-
munities and groups; rather, it is intertwined with broader social problems such as family 
dissolution, child abuse and neglect, and alcohol abuse. If policy focuses only on treating 
individual substance abusers, “new” substance abusers will follow, given the broader social 
problems. Thus, “the best, most comprehensive programs to help addicts transform their 
lives will inevitably be compromised if we do not simultaneously address the powerful 
social forces that are destroying the communities to which they must return.”183

1. The __________ suggests that drugs and violence are related
through psychopharmacological, economically compulsive, and
systematic violence.

2. The __________ strategies refer to the multistep efforts or
events that focus on interrupting illicit drug trafficking.

3. The four techniques associated with __________ include
mechanical destruction, bunting, chemical, and biological.

4. Due to the growing number of substance problems clogging
up the criminal justice system, the __________ courts were
established.

5. The __________ policy attempts to incorporate a public health
approach to lessen the risks and harms associated with illegal
drug use.

Answers located at www.edge.sagepub.com/schram2e
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